St. Thomas Episcopal Church

Executive Committee Meeting

February 10, 2008


Reverend Dr. Howard Whitaker opened the meeting with prayer at 11:40 AM. Those present from the Executive Committee were: Tom Brath, Diane Bryan, Michael Clouse, Maryellen Garvey, Nancy Hanson, Ellen Shapiro, Joe Sommese, Terry Taylor, and Nancy Wiedbrauk. Tina Gunder and Randy Hammons were also present. 

The minutes of the January 13, 2008 Executive Committee Meeting, the January 20, 2008 Annual Meeting, and the special Executive Committee Meeting held on February 3, 2008 were distributed for review. After a few minutes of review, Nancy Wiedbrauk asked that we table the review of the minutes until the next Executive Committee meeting, to give everyone time to review them. Joe made a motion to table the approval of the presented minutes until the next Executive Committee Meeting. Terry seconded the motion. The motion was approved.

Nancy Wiedbrauk spoke about the status of the Vicar. She had spoken to Reverend Robert Solon, offering him the position of Vicar on a 75% time basis. After a few days of reflection, Reverend Solon accepted the position of Vicar of St. Thomas, pending the Clergy Compensation review. Nancy spoke to Carter Echols to determine what the next steps would be.

Nancy stated that she called a special meeting of the Finance Committee (Diane Bryan, Joan Lodge, Maryellen Garvey) along with Terry, to review and rework the Clergy Compensation package. She invited Randy Hammons to the meeting to give his advise, since he had worked on the package for the Search Committee. They revised the package based on the 75% part time basis, and the new 2008 mandated amounts from the Diocese.

Randy reviewed the revised compensation package with the Executive Committee. 
Diane stated that the stipend is $10, 000 more than what we paid Reverend Rice.

Maryellen stated that full time would be $79,000, $30,000 more than we can afford.

Joe stated that the vacation is negotiable, that could assist with the cost.

Ellen stated that a cleric sabbatical could be negotiable.

Joe made a motion to present the Clergy Compensation package that Randy and the finance committee put together, as is, to Reverend Solon.

Terry seconded the motion. The motion was approved.

Nancy will again speak to Carter Echols to review the compensation package, and to get the contract signed.

Nancy will speak to Reverend Solon, letting him know that things are moving.

A tentative start date of April is suggested.

Outreach:

Ellen made a motion to give $50.00 to the Lenten Devotional Guide. Maryellen seconded the motion, the motion was approved. 

Tina stated that we haven’t had A&P gift cards since December. Terry made a motion that we purchase $200.00 worth of A&P gift cards, Joe seconded the motion. The motion was approved.

Nancy W. stated that the Good Friday offering is slated for the Episcopal Church in the Mideast, Reverend Katherine Jeffets Schori’s appeal.

Miscellaneous:
Quarterly news letter will be going out before Easter.

Tina stated that she needs a new computer. Joe will work with her to determine what is needed.

Nancy W. suggests that the Executive Committee establish rules to be adhered to by the committee members.

Maryellen suggested that bylaws should be created.

Tom thanked the Finance Committee for their efforts with the Clergy Compensation package.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:40 PM
Respectfully submitted,

Tom Brath, Clerk   
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